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Office Action Summary 


UHLENBROCK, STEFAN 


rrespondence address - 


1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 December 2003 . 
2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 31.32 and 45-57 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 31.32.45-48.50-54.56 and 57 is/are rejected. 

7) ISl Claim(s) 49 and 55 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/22/03 has been entered. 

Drawings 

The drawing correction filed on 12/22/03 is approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31-32, 45-46, and 51-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Admitted prior art in view of Freemantle (C&EN). 

Applicant admits on page 8, line 24 of the specification that Fig. 1 shows a 
conventional apparatus. The conventional apparatus consists of an apparatus capable 
of vaporizing and transporting precursor molecules to a chamber capable of depositing 
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a thin film on a substrate, the apparatus comprising: a vessel 42 capable of containing 
an ionic liquid; a carrier gas source 44 in fluid communication with the vessel 42; a 
bubbler device capable of bubbling a carrier gas through the vessel; a chamber 1 0 
capable of deposition in fluid communication with the carrier gas source 44; and a gas 
line 45 capable of transporting carrier gas and vaporized precursor molecules from the 
vessel to the deposition chamber (see page 1 0-line 22 of specification to page 1 1-line 
21). 

Admitted prior art fails to expressly disclose an ionic liquid source, specifically, an 
ionic liquid source as recited in claims 45-46 and 51-52. Freemantle discloses the use 
of ionic liquids in a variety of applications and also discloses wide ranging advantages 
of ionic liquids such as high thermal and chemical stability, large liquid temperature 
range, and no vapor pressure, for instance (see pages 32-33). Specifically, Freemantle 
also discloses the ionic liquid sources of claims 45-46 and 51-52 (see the figure at 
bottom of page 32). In view of this disclosure, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of the 
Admitted prior art so as to include an ionic liquid source in the precursor vessel because 
ionic liquids have the advantage of being nonvolatile, with no vapor pressure, a large 
liquid temperature range, and high chemical and thermal stability. 


Claims 47 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Admitted prior art in view of Freemantle (C&EN) as applied to claims 31-32, 45-46, 
and 51-52 above, and further in view of Blomgren et al., U.S. Patent 5,188,914. 
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Admitted prior art and Freemantle are applied as above but fail to expressly 
disclose the specific ionic liquid of claims 47 and 53. Blomgren et al. discloses the ionic 
liquid of claims 47 and 53 (see col. 2-line 49 to col. 3-line 5). In view of this disclosure, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of the Admitted prior art modified by Freemantle so 
as to include the ionic liquid of Blomgren et al. depending upon the desired properties of 
the ionic liquid precursor and/or the particular process being conducted in the 
apparatus. 

Claims 48 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Admitted prior art in view of Freemantle (C&EN) as applied to claims 31-32, 45-46, 
and 51-52 above, and further in view of Jones et al., U.S. Patent 4,839,249. 

Admitted prior art and Freemantle are applied as above but fail to expressly 
disclose the specific ionic liquid of claims 48 and 54. Jones et al. discloses the ionic 
liquid of claims 48 and 54 (see col. 2-lines 45-55). In view of this disclosure, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the apparatus of the Admitted prior art modified by Freemantle so as to 
include the ionic liquid of Jones et al. depending upon the desired properties of the ionic 
liquid precursor and/or the particular process being conducted in the apparatus. 


Application/Control Number: 09/882,515 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1763 

Claims 50 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Admitted prior art in view of Freemantle (C&EN) as applied to claims 31-32, 45-46, 
and 51-52 above, and further in view of Abdul-Sada et al., WO 95/21872. 

Admitted prior art and Freemantle are applied as above but fail to expressly 
disclose the specific ionic liquid of claims 48 and 54. Abdul-Sada et al. discloses the 
ionic liquid of claims 50 and 56 (see abstract). In view of this disclosure, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the apparatus of the Admitted prior art modified by Freemantle so as to include 
the ionic liquid of Abdul-Sada et al. depending upon the desired properties of the ionic 
liquid precursor and/or the particular process being conducted in the apparatus. 

Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Admitted 
prior art in view of Freemantle (C&EN) as applied to claims 31-32, 45-46, and 51-52 
above, and further in view of Ballingall, III et al., U.S. Patent 4,91 1 ,101 . 

Admitted prior art and Freemantle are applied as above but fail to expressly 
disclose a second vessel containing a second precursor in fluid communication with the 
chamber. Ballingall, III et al. discloses a first vessel 15 containing a first precursor and 
second vessel 35 containing a second precursor in fluid communication with the 
reaction chamber (see fig. 3 and col. 9-line 52 to col. 10-line 7). In view of this 
disclosure, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the apparatus of the Admitted prior art modified by 
Freemantle so as to further comprise a second vessel containing a second precursor in 
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fluid communication with the chamber as disclosed by Ballingall, III et al., because this 
would allow for the introduction of a first and a second precursor into the reaction 
chamber. 


Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/22/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Fig. 1 of the instant application should not be labeled 
"Prior Art" because the ionic liquid shown in fig. 1 does not represent "Prior Art". This 
argument is taken to be persuasive and therefore the removal of the "Prior Art" label 
from fig. 1 is approved. However, it should be recognized that all other elements of the 
apparatus in fig. 1 represent prior art. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the motivation to 
combine the references comes from teachings in Freemantle relating to the advantages 
of using ionic liquids in a variety of applications as stated in the above rejections under 
35 USC 103. Regarding the fact that Freemantle is directed to non-analogous art, the 
conventional components of the apparatus represented by fig. 1 uses a solvent which is 
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put through a bubbler. The Freemantle reference, as cited by the examiner above, 
discusses the benefits of using ionic liquids as solvents. For at least these reasons, the 
rejections under 35 USC 1 03 are proper and hereby maintained. 

Concerning the arguments relating to the rejection of the dependent claims using 
the Blomgren et al., Jones et al., and Abdul-Sada et al. references, these references are 
used to show typical ionic liquid sources and are not relied upon to show the use of 
ionic liquid sources in any particular application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 49 and 55 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

This is a RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/882,515. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luz L. Alejandro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30 to 


If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory L. Mills can be reached on 571-272-1439. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 


6:00. 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1763 


January 25, 2004 


